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Eviction to cost Anderson Park District 
$20,000 a year 
By Lisa Wakeland • lwakeland@communitypress.com • April 9, 2009 

Some Anderson Township residents are disappointed by the Anderson Park District's decision to evict Bridle 
Run Stables. 

• More Anderson Township news  
• Blog: Forest Hills Fodder  

The stables, managed by Larry Waltz, have been on 
the Johnson Hills Park property for 16 years. 

The Park District, however, recently ordered the 
stables to vacate the property by July 1. 

Anderson Township resident Marianne Ehemann, 
who boards her horse Ruby at Bridle Run Stables, 
said the stables are a unique aspect of the 
community. 

"I think they've completely underestimated what it's 
taking away from Anderson Township," she said of 
the park district's decision. 

Ehemann said her children, along with many others, 
head to Bridle Run Stables for summer camp or 
riding lessons and she's upset they will no longer 
have that opportunity. 

Ken Kushner, executive director of the park district, 
said once the stables are gone, they can look at 
preliminary development plans for Johnson Hills 
Park. 

"We didn't buy (the property) for a stabling 
operation," he said. 

"It's going to take a lot of money and a lot of time, 
but we do know that we have to make the land into a 
public park." 

Kushner added that they're currently working on 
engineering plans for an access road, parking lot 
and infrastructure improvements. 

Resident Sheryl Hight, who boards her horse Cookie 
at the stables, said she likes the natural feel of 
Johnson Hills Park and would like it to stay that way.

"This place is back-to-basics and it's a peaceful 
place," she said. 

"I don't look at Bridle Run as a business, I'm looking at it as something I have invested in park-wise and 
personally." 

Kushner said the stables bring in close to $20,000 each year and the park district could reintroduce a scaled-
down equine facility in the future. 

"There is a lot of history and heritage there and we want to make sure we make the right moves," he said. 
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Grace Ehemann, left, rides her horse Ruby while her sister 
Lily rides Princess during a summer camp at Bridle Run 
Stables in 2007. 
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The Anderson Township Park District is forming an 
advisory committee to help with the future development 
of Johnson Hills Park.  
 
 
Want to be part it? Call the park district to sign up, 474-
0003.
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Waltz said previously that he will build new stables in Batavia. 
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