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Good times unleashed 
The region's dog parks bring people and pooches together for fun
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	Dog owners enjoy the weather at the Kenton Paw Park.


 By Lauren Bishop
Enquirer staff writer
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Dante, a boxer, pauses after a drink at the Kellogg Dog Field in Anderson Township.
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Rachelle Derosena (left) and Aldalbert Jenkins of Fort Mitchell relax with their dog, Midnight, at Covington’s Kenton Paw Park.
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 On just about any nice weekday evening or weekend this time of year, you can find them - people and their pooches romping together at one of the area's seven dog parks.

The parks are fenced-in areas where dogs can run free of leashes, get some exercise and catch up with other canines. (Their owners may just make some friends, too.) Talk to the people there, and they'll sing the park's praises. As would the dogs, if they could sing.

"It's a great way to unwind after work," says Mike Petrik of North Avondale, who brought his Labrador mixes, Maggie and Molly, to the Mount Airy dog park last week. "I can let the dogs loose and have no fear of losing them."

This area isn't unique in its love of dog parks. Since the first dog parks began appearing around here in the 1980s, they've spread all over the country and have increased in popularity in the past 10 years, says Claudia Kawczynska, editor and founder of The Bark magazine, who has written extensively about off-leash areas. There are thousands today, according to the Web site www.dogpark.com.

"People are beginning to realize their dogs needs to socialize, play and recreate just like any other member of our society," says Kawczynska, who helped to found an off-leash area in Berkeley, Calif. "More and more people are seeing the need for them within their communities and are working toward getting them."

Never been to one? We visited all seven to find out what features they offer and what visitors like about them.

Highland Hills Park

Address: 85 Mayfield Ave., Fort Thomas.

Opened: May 2004.

Size: 2 acres.

Cost: Free.

Features: Fence, separate areas for large and small dogs(under 22 pounds), benches, dog drinking fountain, lights.

Hours: Sunrise to sunset daily.

Information: (859) 781-1700, www.ftthomas.org
Why go: "People are really attentive to their dogs and are responsible." - Monica Redman of Covington with Sammy, a German shorthaired pointer, and Gabi, a Weimaraner.

Kellogg Dog Field, Kellogg Park

Address: 6701 Kellogg Ave., Anderson Township.

Opened: August 2004.

Size: 4 acres.

Cost: $25 for annual permit for dogs of residents; $40 for non-residents; $5 for daily permit (available at park or online)

Features: Fence, benches, separate area for small and all dogs, paved area with engraved bricks.

Hours: Dawn until dusk daily, excluding special or unforeseen events. Call the park hot line, (513) 357-6629, Ext. 1, to hear if the park is closed.

Information: (513) 474-0003, www.andersonparks.com
Why go: "It's close to the river, so you kind of get a breeze even on the hot days." - Sandy Wetzel of Mount Washington with Bosco, a terrier mix, and Cler, a Walker coonhound.

Kenton Paw Park, Pioneer Park

Address: 3951 Madison Pike, Covington.

Opened: July 2004.

Size: 2 acres.

Cost: Free.

Features: Fence, picnic tables, dog drinking fountain, separate areas for small and large dogs, "timeout" area.

Hours: Sunrise to sunset daily.

Plans: 3.2-acre addition, scheduled to open in May.

Information: (859) 525-7529; www.kentonpawpark.com
Why go: "It's very clean. Separating the small and large dogs is a good idea." - Kellie Eckhardt of Covington, with Dobermans Amelie and Amir.

Mount Airy Dog Park

Address: 2970 Westwood Northern Blvd., (Highpoint Picnic Area, Mount Airy Forest)

Opened: 1999; expanded 2004.

Size: 4 acres.

Features: Fence, separate areas for small and all dogs, benches, tables, shelters, dog showers, dog drinking fountains, restrooms.

Hours: 6 a.m.-10 p.m. daily.

Info: (513) 552-4080; www.cincinnati-oh.gov
Why go: "Everybody seems to keep real good control of their dogs, and the park board does a great job of maintaining it." - Sally Diehl of White Oak with German shepherds Jazmine, Sheba and Little Man.

Schappacher Park

Address: 4686 Old Irwin Simpson Road, Mason, Deerfield Township.

Opened: 2000.

Size: Less than 1 acre.

Features: Fence, benches, dog shower, dog drinking fountain.

Hours: Sunrise to sunset.

Information: (513) 683-5805; www.deerfieldtwp.com
Why go: "It's visible from the road, which is good for safety, and this (park) is the best one for drainage." - Sam McKeand of Mason with Alex, his black schnauzer.

Symmes Township Park

Address: 11600 North Lebanon Road, Symmes Township.

Opened: July 2004.

Size: 1.5 acres.

Features: Fence, benches, dog dishes and toys, walking trail.

Hours: Currently closed for re-seeding; scheduled to reopen 7:30 a.m.-dusk daily beginning June 1.

Information: (513) 683-6644; www.symmestownship.org.

Wiggly Field, Voice of America Park

Address: 8070 Tylersville Road, West Chester Township.

Opened: October 2003.

Size: 3 acres.

Features: Fence, separate areas for small and large dogs, benches, paved area with engraved bricks.

Hours: Dawn until dusk daily.

Information: (513) 759-7304; www.westchesteroh.org
Why go: "There are always a lot of dogs for him to play with." - Addie Plank of Oakley with golden retriever Boogie.

