Redesigned Beech Acres Park

Will Have Something for Everyone

By Marc Jennings and Amy Mollette

Beech Acres Park is undergoing a renaissance. 

The park, on Salem Avenue near Beechmont Avenue, is being transformed from open land with ball fields to open land with ball fields, and everything a township needs to stage Greater Anderson Days again in the near future. 

Among the amenities at the refurbished park will be baseball and softball diamonds, basketball courts, soccer fields, a playground, a skate park, sand volleyball courts, picnic areas, shelters, formal gardens, the Greater Anderson Promotes Peace (GAPP) Peace Pole, an amphitheater, a tot tricycle trail, a lighted paved walking / biking trail, and more.  Many of these amenities will complement Greater Anderson Days when the event is held at the park.

“It’s a total redevelopment,” said Molly McClure, executive director of the Anderson Park District and chairperson of Greater Anderson Days. “Beech Acres Park will cater to a wide range of recreational interests.”

Something for Everyone

 “Probably one of the biggest requests that the park design is answering for the community is walking trails,” said Troy Euton, Anderson Park District planning director. “This paved trail will be one of the only trails in the Township that will be lighted for use during evening hours.”  

The park district feels that a lighted trail will allow residents who are unable to visit the park during the day the opportunity to exercise in the evening – especially during the months when it is dark by 6 p.m.

The skate park will have a “streetscape” design, with ramps, stairs and rails—the elements skateboarders are accustomed to seeing, Euton said. And the amphitheater will be a performing space for park programs and events, but can also be rented by community groups and used for family reunions and company functions.

Parking is being upgraded, too. The Anderson Park District has partnered with the Mt. Washington Church of Christ to develop lots that will be available both for church members and park users. The park district provided the land and the church contributed the majority of the construction money.

This teamwork is a fine example of how two organizations can work together for the good of all, McClure said.

Not all of the parking will be paved with asphalt. Euton described a system with an aggregate base, a synthetic grid, topsoil and sod. The advantages of this are that it calls for no special drainage measures, making it ecologically better, and the park district can easily maintain it.

Beech Acres Park will be closed during its redevelopment—which will continue throughout 2002 and into 2003—but the Geiger Center Gym, located just outside the bounds of the park and leased by the APD on weekends and evenings, will continue operating for scheduled activities. The park is slated to open in 2003.
Funding the New Park
Passage of an operating levy in November 2000 helped start the redevelopment project. But McClure said much of the construction work is being done by park district personnel, whose talents are saving taxpayers’ dollars.

The Anderson Park District has $2.5 million to use for capital projects, but not all of that money will be spent on Beech Acres Park, McClure said, adding that the cost of this project will probably total about $4 million, so alternative funding will be necessary.  McClure said the park district is hopeful that revenue from Greater Anderson Days may one day be a significant source of funding for projects that can’t be funded by tax dollars alone.  

Beech Acres Park will be the facility Anderson Township residents want. As part of its planning process, the Anderson Park District conducted surveys and focus groups, and held community meetings. With the input gathered, the district has designed a park for all, where people can play as actively and relax as passively as they please.

When complete, Beech Acres Park will be a multiuse park—and something more. It will be the permanent home of Greater Anderson Days & The Fireman’s Festival, summer’s main event and the party that pulls the Anderson Township community together.

