By Liz Carey
Staff Reporter

AMDERSON TWE - The proceeds from
Greater Anderson Days tend to go toward
the greater good of Anderson,

This year that means a new ambulance
and playground equipment,

The July 29-31 festival, now in its seventh,
year, is & fund-raiser for the Anderson
Township Parks Department and the fire
department.

A joint collaborative for a number of
organizations in the area, the festival serves
as away for the community to come togeth-
€rance d Year

“This year, thie components of the Ander-
son Days are the Firemans Festival, wlich
includes gaming,” said Molly McClure, exec-
utive director of the pdrks department, “The
chamber has a silent auction. /ind the town-
ship brings all of its information about jts
community services. This is a chance for
cominunity to come and voice their con-
cens (o community officials.”

Anderson Days

Lecation: Beech Acres

Dates: 5- 11 pum, Friday, July 28,5 - 11
fum. Seturday, July 30, and 5 - 10 pm, Sunday,
July 31,

Special events: Jazzin' in July B - July 30,
B wialk to benefil the Jason William Hunt Foun-
dation,

Cruisers and Boomers Motarcy's Ride, July
31 - slasts 2l Keliogg Park 2nd ends sl Beach
Acres Cark

For the parks department, the festival is
a chance for the department to raise money
for new playground equipment in Beech
Actes for children of all ages and abilities.

The equipment would serve mote than
physically-able children. she said.

“We have a playground committee that
bas a real focus on therapeutic component
for kids with differing abilitics,” she said of
the facilities. “WeTe also going o incorpo-
rate adult finvess, We're teally trving to make

adifference in our community
in combating the obesity
problem. [ts going to be anall-
apes kind of thing. It’s golug to
be more than a small play-
ground.”

MeClure said the facility
also will incorpome outdoot
rock-climbing equipment and
a hight ropes leadership train- |
ing facilities, among other |
things.

Portions of the proceeds of
the Cruisers and Buomers
Matorcyele Ride and Jazzin in
fuly events on July 30 and
Awill benefit the ropes facility,

While the price tag on the playground is
cloge to 3500,000, MeChare said the group
hopes to raise $10.000 this year and finish
the prject in phases.

For the fire department, proceeds ruised
will gn toward another ambulance for the
teniship,

Artist's rendition of the
playground at Beech Acres,

Greater Anderson Days for the greater good

“Ovriginally, the testival
was the fhemans festival
They put on the festival
waise pieney” said Suzanne
Parker, assistant adminis-
tratar for the township, "It
gol 1o be successful, and as
the fire department raised
mare money it would go
teward the prrchase of an
ambukanee.”

Parker said  ihe  fire
departmen has puichased
several ambutances for the
city sipce the festival hegan
sonme Bl yedrs ago.

Greaier Anderson Day<
rns July 29 - 31 and will featre rides,
games of chance, lneal ard wegiopal ciies
tainment and food.

For more information bost the festival
contact the parks department at 47 0003,
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