Anderson Days 2004 Location
The Grand Opening of Beech Acres Park!


From laughing children to smiling adults, the 26-acre Beech Acres Park will be bustling with a variety of activities on the official ‘opening day’ of the park in conjunction with the Greater Anderson Days celebration.
For several years, the Anderson Park District (APD) has been planning and redeveloping Beech Acres Park, turning it from open space and ball fields to a multi-use facility based on feedback from Anderson Township residents.  The park was designed to complement existing and new APD events, particularly Anderson Days. 

Utilizing in-house labor to construct various projects where possible, the APD has brought the community the following amenities to enjoy: a hike bike trail, a shelter, an amphitheater, phase 1 of the Skate Park, soccer fields, ball diamonds, a basketball court, sand volleyball courts, landscaping and a restroom/vending building.
Contingent upon future funding, there could be more to come!  Items on the wish list include a water spray ground, roller hockey rink, a skate park expansion, shelters, garden areas, and lights for the hike/bike trail. 
An inclusive all-children's playground is another item poised for construction at Beech Acres Park when funding is available.  The playground committee, comprised of staff, interested citizens, and parents of children with disabilities, is fundraising with the Adopt-A-Bench and engraved brick programs.  The proceeds from the Run to Remember 5k in memory of Nancy Horn on September 25 will benefit this exciting playground as well.
 
The Fireman's Memorial
 and the GAPP Peace Pole are two additional amenities that will be constructed at Beech Acres Park once fundraising has been achieved. These fundraising groups, plus the Beech Acres Skate Park committee, will have a presence at the park’s grand opening during Greater Anderson Days.  Show your support by paying them a visit or making a donation!
If you can’t attend Greater Anderson Days, Donations for the playground can be made by calling Nancy at the APD, 388-5083. To make a donation to the Fireman's Memorial, contact Mark Owens, Committee Chairperson, at 474-3151. Peace Pole contributions can be made by sending a check to GAPP at P.O. Box 54476, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45254. If you have questions regarding the Peace Pole, dial 388-8391. 

THE NEW ARTS & RECPLEX

In January, Beech Acres entered into an exciting new partnership with the Anderson Park District involving the lease of one of Beech Acres’ buildings on the north perimeter of the park, now called the Arts & RecPlex.  The APD had been using the gym within this facility for basketball and volleyball, but with the lease of the entire indoor center, the APD can now offer community event space for rent and programs that the APD had previously been unable to provide.  
The Beech Acres Arts & RecPlex will be a tremendous support facility as it will not only provide a facility to host events and complement Greater Anderson Days, but it will also be the new training center for outdoor leadership programs.  In addition, the Arts & RecPlex now serves as the center for the APD’s popular summer camp program.  Our highly trained counselors plan action-packed days which bring about smiles and laughter … so kids can be kids!
The Arts & RecPlex is an opportunity for the APD to balance offerings, better reach across the generations in the provision of recreational services, and create new partnerships – critical to the park district’s continued growth and success!  

