McClure named to park presidency

ANDERSON TWP — While
Bush and Kemry have aspira-
tions to become
president of the
United States
on Election Day
2004,  Molly
McClure has
already
achieved the [
presidency for E=2——2K
which she was McCiure
- striving.

In  February, McClure
became board president of the
Ohio Parks and Recreation
Association (OPRA).

OPRA is a statewide, non-
profit organization represent-
ing and supperting more than
1,800 professionals and citizen
board members, Its roots date
back as far as 1934 in providing
leisure facilities and opportuni-
ties to all Ohioans and to the
tourists who visit our state each
year.

McClure is a cemﬁed park
and recreation professional
with more than 25

years of parks and “Molly’s focus is always on
how she can improve the
quality of life in Anderson
and throughout the country
through her involvement in -
local, state and national

recreation experience,
18 of those years as
executive director of
the Anderson Park
District. As an active
member of the Ohio
Parks and Recreation
Association and last
year’s board finance
chairperson, she will
have no problem step-
ping into the role as

OPRA has recently created a
Healthy Kids Task Force to-
develop resources and tools for
park and recreation agencies.

The task force hopes.to connect”

community health initiatives
with local park and recreation
resources, programs and sup-

port that encourage physical

activity.

“Nearly half of American |

children are not vigorously
active on a regular basis,
according to the Centers for
Disease Control,” said McClure.
“More frightening is that partic-
ipation in all types of physical
activity declines strikingly as
age increases.”

The goals of the OPRA board

complement the intentions of.

the Anderson Park District. In
addition to providing more
parks and amenities, the park
district has added more health-
related programs, just in time
for spring.

Jr. Jazzercise, beginning
March 25, introduces children

organizations.
DALe BARTHOLOMEW

PRESIDENT OF THE ANDERSON PARK °
DiSTRICT'S BOARD, -

in its second year with this.

national program.

Ongoing OPRA projects

include as many presentations
as possible to health-related
audiences describing how pub-
lic park and recreation agencies

can assist with local health ini-
tiatives.

“I look forward to my role as
president,” said McClure “I feel
I can make an impact on a state
level and benefit my neighbor-
hood of Anderson as well.”
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" Ohios park and recre-
ation president,

“Molly’s focus is always on
how she can improve the qual-
ity of life in Anderson and
“throughout the country
through her involvement in
local, state and national organ-
izations,” said Dale
Bartholomew, the president of
the Anderson Park District’s
board. “She pays close atten-
tion to trends and movements
in parks and recreation, gather-
ing knowledge and experience
to implement -beneficial
change to whatever she's
involved.”

to the lifelong benefits of exer-
cise by making exercise fun.
Sports of All Sorts, . begun
March 15, teaches 4- and 5-
year-olds a variety of sports and
backyard games designed to
keep children off the couch.
There are also unstructured,
open gym opportunities for
pre-school and high school
aged children.

“These programs will hope-
fully motivate children to
become active now and stay
active as adults,” said McClure.

The Youth Sports Task force,

the other primary focus of the-
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During her term as OPRA
board president, McClure will
carry out a 3-5 year plan involv-
ing an ongoing focus on health
and wellness issues. The OPRA
board of directors has recog-
nized this as a special area of
concentration and directed
OPRA staff to advance
statewide efforts, -projects,
agencies, coalitions and more.
The primary health and well-
ness issues that McClure will
tackle involve expanding the
Healthy Kids Task Force and
the Youth Sports Task Force. -

v,

Chio Parks and Recreation
Association, is an effort to
change the culture within our
communities regarding the

behavior of parents and coach-
-es of youth sports. The OPRA

task force is looking into a
multi-discipline approach to
make sports fun and safe for
kids by training coaches, par-
ents, and league administra-
tors. One aspect of this
approach includes PAYS, the
Parents’ Alliance for Youth
Sports. The park district’s youth
basketball program is presently
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