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By Rachel Murdock
Contributor
ANDERSON TWE - Just the
team names give them away.
Instead of the usual, competi-
tive- sounding team names like
“Thunder United” or “Vortex™ or

G}I-!gueriad." "0Old and In the

“Good Once” “GanGreen.” “Holy
Guacamole.”

With three divisions and 25
teams, the league involves many
people, both in the township and
without, who don't need to reach a
championship, but instead play

ship.
Jody Brandon, who plays on a

players at any given game

Since her graduation, she has
played socoer in aduit tak-
ing a break only for the births of her
two children, Owen and Tate.
spring and fall, and some-
times the wintes, ioo,”
Brandon said. “ enjoy it. I'm setting
a good example for the kids to exer-
cise and be active all during their
Tives. We always try to bring the kids
and let them see that being fit is a
great thing, and fin."

Brandm said she has played
with this group for three years, orig-
inally recruited by an old college
friend with whom she played soc-
CeL.

“I was excited that it was rdght
here in Anderson and easy to get to,"

she said. “Some of the players livein  life.”

the township, and some come from
otside.”

Brandon’s hushand, Dave, hada
blanket spread out on the sidelines,
where he and .the Were
equipped with teddler finger foods
while watching Jody play.

“Its a great game,” he said, “If's
social; it gives us a chance to get out-
side and enjoy the parks, and its
helping herstay in shape. It's great.
We just come outside and have a

u'n]ﬂll

While Dave hasn't played com-
petitive soccer, preferring other
sports, he has been conscripted into
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What’s in a name? Adult soccer league fun

“Tknow things
will get busier,
and I may not be
able to play as
often,” she said.
“Bat T think its a

thing for
to see me
stay active all my

Players on
another  team,
Old and In the
Way, agreed with Brandon.

Emily Robinson played recre-
ational soccer while she was grow-
ing up, and she aftended Anderson
High School.

“I just want to get exercise and
hang out with friends, and this is a
greatway to doiit;” said the Montes-
sari teacher,

Her teammate, Rhiannon
Oheweler is a graduate student who
has one child and two stepchildren.
She played soccer growing up and at
Anderson High School; and was
brought to “Old and In theWay” by a
friend.

‘1 play in a lot of different
leagues,” she said. "It's a commit-
ment that T have 1o follow through
with. Ttforces me to exercise. For me,

Jody Brandon takes a break with her two children,
Tate and Owen, at half-time of their game.
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it's a discipling.”

Former Anderson High School
and FortWayne University player, T]
Messerschmit, also plays for “Old
and in the Way"”

“Ireallyjust play for fun," he said.
“You meet a lot of people and keep
in shape.” A salesman during the
week, Messerschmit said he also
kayaks and rides mountain bikes in
his-off hours,

His teammate Chad Dils also
played soceer at Anderson High
School.

“Tt’s something to do and it gets'
you out of bed on a Saturday mom-
ing” he said. “And its a chance to
tortiire your body for absolutely no
reason.”
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