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	Bosco, a Walker coonhound, leads a pack of dogs playing at the Kellogg Dog Field in Anderson Township.



	

	

	

	

	


For first-time dog park visitors
If your dog has not regularly interacted with other dogs, invite a few mellow dogs to your yard to play.

Make your first visit to a dog park without your dog. Familiarize yourself with the park and its rules.

Consider enrolling your dog in an obedience school that offers socialization classes or a doggy day-care.

For your first few trips to a dog park , choose a time that's not busy and keep your visits short.

Basic dog park rules
Leave dogs that are aggressive, aren't vaccinated or are under 4 months of age at home.

Stay in sight of your dog at all times, and carry your leash with you so you can quickly gain control over your dog if necessary.

Make sure your dog is wearing a collar with proper identification and rabies tags.

Clean up after your dog.

Dog parks and children
Not all dog parks are child-friendly, and many parks don't allow children without adult supervision.

Don't let your child approach or pet a strange dog without the owner's approval.

Tell children not to stare directly into dogs' faces, run or scream because that frighten dogs.

Don't bring children's toys or food into dog parks. Even friendly dogs may go after them.

How to prevent fights
Break up group of more than four or five dogs packed together by leading your dog to a neutral area.

Don't bring any toys that your dog is especially attached to because they may provoke possessive or aggressive behavior.

If you're concerned about how another dog is interacting with yours, tell the owner to call the dog away.

If your dog is constantly annoying another dog or dogs or provoking attention, leave the park.

What to do if a fight breaks out
Never put your hands in the middle of a dog fight - you could get bitten. Instead, distract the dogs with a spray of water or loud whistle.

Don't get upset or yell - that will only add to the chaos.

If necessary, exchange contact and vaccination information with other dog owners. You are legally responsible for damage or injury caused by your dog.

Report serious fights, injuries or dogs that exhibit clearly aggressive or dangerous behavior to animal control or law enforcement officials.
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